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White Mountain Apache
Fire & Rescue Department
Adopted 10/16/08

Occupational Safety and Health 

SOP 403.02 Hearing Impairment
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1. Purpose
a. This standard establishes a hearing conservation program for the department.  It was promulgated to prevent job-related hearing impairment.
2. Scope
a.
This policy applies to all operational personnel (trainee, recruits, firefighters, emergency medical technicians and fire officers), working in noise levels above the recommended levels.

3. Policy
a. Whenever possible, high noise level will be reduced to acceptable levels by using proper administrative or engineering controls.
b. Personal protective equipment will be provided and worn by employees when administrative or engineering controls are not feasible or prove ineffective in reducing high noise exposures to acceptable levels.
c. Hearing protection shall be provided to all employees.
d. Hearing protection (head sets) shall be provided in the apparatus and shall be worn while the vehicle is in motion or operating at the scene of an emergency incident.
4. Responsibilities

a. The safety officer shall be responsible for the identification of products, systems, or
operations where the noise level exceeds 90 dBA and for developing control procedures to mitigate the hazard.
b. Each member shall be responsible for strictly adhering to the provisions of this standard and for wearing an approved hearing protection device whenever a hearing protection sign is displayed or whenever engaged in an activity where the noise level exceeds 90 dBA.

c. Officers shall be responsible for enforcing the provisions of this standard and for immediately correcting any deficiencies that may occur.

d. Individuals with documented hearing impairments shall follow 
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