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1. Purpose 

a. To provide command, company and functional identification for Fire Department personnel and the public. 

b. To establish the uniformity of dress for all uniformed employees of the department. 

2. Scope

a. In order to provide for a standardized appearance, all employees are required to wear a station-approved uniform.  Those uniforms, which are listed within this policy, shall be the only officially recognized uniforms of the White Mountain Apache Fire & Rescue Department. 

3. Definition

a. Official Duty Uniform – those uniforms purchased and supplied to the firefighter by the White Mountain Apache Tribe and Fire & Rescue Department.  
b. Approved Uniform – personal articles of clothing that meet the appearance and safety requirements of the White Mountain Apache Fire & Rescue Department.

c. Imprinted Procured Uniforms – those personal articles of clothing presenting the official logo of the White Mountain Apache Fire & Rescue through stitching or silk screening methods.

4. Policy

a. All firefighters shall be issued, contingent upon funding availability, official duty uniforms and shall wear the appropriate uniforms while on duty.
b. If firefighters cannot be issued official duty uniforms, firefighters shall be required to provide the required approved uniform at their own expense.  
c. The wearing of an approved uniform is a condition of employment.
d. Official duty uniforms or imprinted procured uniforms shall not be worn off duty except as provided in this section.
e. No part of the official duty uniform or imprinted procured uniform articles, including personal protective equipment (i.e. turnouts), shall be worn with non-uniform garments.
f. All uniforms shall be kept clean, neat, and in a proper state of repair. Faded, frayed, and worn-out items shall not be worn, but shall be turned into Administration or the firefighter who posses the collateral assignment for uniforms.
g. Jackets and shirt pocket flaps shall be buttoned at all times. Pockets shall be free of objects that create bulges or that otherwise detracts from a professional appearance.
h. A member in uniform shall wear a black belt. Only department-issued or approved belts shall be worn.
i. Boots and shoes shall be kept clean and polished at all times.  Only department issued or approved boots and shoes shall be worn.
i. Approved Station Duty Boots (Class C and D uniforms) are any boot that is black in color, with a polishable toe and heel support, with a 5” to 10” ankle support system and designed with a safety toe conforming to ASTM F 2413-05 in accordance with 29 CFR 1910.136. 
ii. Station Duty Boots shall be worn at all times during normal station duties and assignments.
iii. Wearing of wildland boots or dress style shoes (Class A or B uniform shoes/boots) during normal station duties are prohibited, unless designed with a safety toe conforming to ASTM F 2413-05. 
iv. The wearing of tennis shoes, unless for physical training activity is prohibited in accordance with 29 CFR 1901.136.
j. Long sleeve shirts shall be buttoned at the wrist and shall not be rolled up.
k. Uniform Types
i. Class A, Full Dress Uniforms.

1. Non-applicable at this time.
ii. Class B, Station Dress Uniforms. Station Uniforms shall be the standard unless otherwise directed. For firefighters the uniform shall consist of department issued or approved:
1. White shirts – Chief Officers.
a. Short sleeve shirts for warmer weather.
b. Long sleeve shirts for cooler weather.
2. Light blue shirts - Captains.
a. Short sleeve shirts for warmer weather.
b. Long sleeve shirts for cooler weather.
3. Navy blue shirts – All Firefighters.
a. Short sleeve shirts for warmer weather.
b. Long sleeve shirts for cooler weather.
4. Navy blue trousers that comply with NPFA   Standard - Station/Work Uniforms for Firefighters.
5. Black or navy blue dress trousers.
a. Black or blue for chief officers.
b. Navy blue for line officers.
6. Black leather dress belt 1 ½’ in width.
7. Black polishable dress shoes or boots.
iii. Class C, Work Uniforms. Work Uniforms may be worn while performing daily routine activities, such as maintenance, testing of equipment, training, etc. It shall consist of a department issued or approved:
1. Imprinted T-Shirt (short sleeve or long sleeve) and/or sweatshirts. 
a. Blue imprinted T-shirts and sweatshirts for   certified firefighters.
b. Red imprinted T-shirts and sweatshirts for those who have met the requirements of NFPA 1001, Standard for Firefighter Professional Qualifications, but are awaiting test results and/or who have not lapsed or expended their testing rights as determined by the certifying body.
c. Grey imprinted T-shirts and sweatshirts for those who have not met the requirements of NFPA 1001, Standard for Firefighter Professional Qualifications. 

2. Navy blue pants conforming to the requirements of NFPA 1975 Station/Work Uniforms for Fire and Emergency Services or Navy blue Nomex wildland pants that comply with NFPA Standard 1977 Standard on Protective Clothing and Equipment for Wildland Firefighting during the wildland fire season as determined by Administration.
a. Olive green or kaki color and pants that comply with NFPA Standard 1977 may be worn while on an actual wildland fire assignments.
3. Class 1 harness type black rescue belt.

iv. Class “D” Uniforms - Maintenance Uniforms. Maintenance Uniforms may be worn while performing daily routine activities, such as maintenance, yard work, etc. It shall consist of a department issued or approved:
1. Coveralls

v. Seasonal clothing.

1. The department shall issue jackets, coats, caps, sweatshirts and raingear as appropriate.
2. Navy blue or white thermal underwear and navy blue, long sleeved T-shirts may be worn with the uniform as appropriate.
vi. Undergarments

1. Undergarments shall be worn and made of a fire resistive or other natural fabric (i.e. cotton or wool).

vii. Ball Caps

1. Ball caps shall be worn forward, with the duckbill straight in front of the wearers head and squared.

viii. Non-uniformed personnel.

1. The fire chief, assistant chiefs, deputy chiefs and support staff may wear civilian clothing.
2. All clothing worn by non-uniformed employees shall be neat, clean and appropriate for the occasion.
3. Nothing may be worn that could constitute a safety hazard or be offensive to another person on the basis of age, color, disability, ethnicity, national origin, political or social affiliation, race, religion, gender or sexual
orientation.
ix. Physical Training (PT) Clothing

1. All firefighters shall be issued PT clothing, funding permitted, comprised of a shirt, shorts and sweatpants.

2. PT clothing shall be worn during physical training activity while in the course of work.
3. If firefighters cannot be issued official PT clothing, firefighters shall provide the required approved PT clothes at their own expense.  
x. Station Identifier Clothing

1. Stations may create their own station shirts as long as the design is approved by the fire chief.  

2. Station identifier clothing shall not be worn during official duty.  Station identifier clothing may be worn for events and activities outside the department (i.e. softball games).

3. Station identifier clothing still represents the department and firefighters who wear it and shall still conduct and present themselves in a manner, which will bring credit to the department. 

l. Imprinted Procured Uniforms
i. Any uniform purchased out of pocket by the employee and bearing the name “White Mountain Apache Fire & Rescue Department” or logo of the White Mountain Apache Fire & Rescue Department becomes the property of the White Mountain Apache Fire & Rescue Department and subject to forfeiture of the apparel upon termination or resignation.

m. All uniforms purchases and acquisition are subject to funding availability.
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