Minimum Company Standards

Self Contained Breathing Apparatus

PURPOSE

Proper donning procedures are critical to the survival and operation of the firefighter.  When standard procedures are not adhered to, firefighters are compromising safety, and time is delayed in the attempt to correct any problems with the SCBA.  Timing is critical in all of the minimum company standards, and like a quarterback to a receiver, the timing can be thrown off by a simple stumble.  Proficiency in the donning of the SCBA is paramount to ensure proper fire ground timing.
It is standard operating procedure that engine companies have a reaction time of 1 minute or less.  Donning PPE and being seat belted addresses this standard.  In addition, not all apparatus are equipped with SCBA seat mounts; as such firefighters shall be proficient in the donning procedures from an open method (i.e. compartment).
OBJECTIVES

Open Method

Firefighter to don self contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) and breathing air, within 45 seconds.  Mask can hang around firefighter’s neck for this evolution.  Time starts when SCBA alarms are heard when the air-pack is first turned on. Time stops when signaled by the firefighter that all task have been completed.

Seat Method

There are two parts to this standard: donning PPE and donning SCBA. Firefighter to don full structural firefighter protective clothing and be properly seat belted in the engine within 1 minute.   Firefighter shall then don SCBA (without face piece) within 45 seconds without removal of the seatbelt. Time stops when signaled by the firefighter that all task have been completed.
PROCEDURES
Open Method

1.
Firefighter may set the SCBA to facilitate donning.

2.
Time starts when the low pressure alarm on the SCBA is heard.  

3.
If the SCBA is not equipped with an integrated PASS device, this device shall be turned on before opening of the cylinder valve.  Turning on the PASS device shall not be included in the time, but will be considered as a PASS/FAIL if not turned on.

4.
Cylinder valves shall be completely opened.

5.
Time stops when the firefighter is breathing from the SCBA and signals that all task have been completed, usually signaled by a clap with gloved hands.

Seat Method

1.
Time shall start when the evaluator signals to start.

2.
Firefighter may have laced up boots untied for this evolution. Boots however will need to be on.  Firefighters are afforded zip-up boots; however some firefighters wear wildland boots.  Unlaced boots are allowed to off-set the speed of the zip up boots.
3. 
Helmets need not be on during this evolution and may be pre-positioned in the cab.

4.
Time for the first portion of this evolution stops when the seatbelt has been applied and the firefighter signals to the engineer and/or captain that they are ready.  

5.
Evaluator may pause time, for no longer then 30 seconds, to allow firefighter to get situated before continuing.  Time shall continue when firefighter states he/she is ready.  

5.
If the SCBA is not equipped with an integrated PASS device, this device shall be turned on before opening the cylinder valve.  PASS device will be considered as a PASS/FAIL if not turned on.

6.
Cylinder valves shall be completely opened.

7.
SCBA shall be donned without removal of the seatbelt.

8.
Time stops when the firefighter signals that all tasks have been completed.  
Resources

SCBA

White Mountain Apache Fire & Rescue Department

Minimum Company Standards

Individual Competencies Evaluation Form

for

All Firefighters

Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (Open Method)

	Name:


	Date:

	Unit/Shift:


	Evaluator:

	Required Time:

1st Attempt

2nd Attempt



	Pass or Fail?:

Pass

Fail




OJBECTIVE

Firefighter to don self contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) in accordance with this standard within 45 seconds.  Mask can hang around firefighter’s neck for this evolution.  Time starts when SCBA alarms are heard when air pack is first turned on and stops when signaled by the firefighter that all task have been completed.

	Firefighter Shall:
	Points

Possible
	Points

Earned

	A. PASS device turned on (if not integrated).
	Pass/Fail
	

	B. Verbalizes PSI from cylinder gauge.
	Pass/Fail
	

	C. Bottle turned on fully.
	Pass/Fail
	

	D. Air pack placed on Firefighter’s back, utilizing either coat or over the head method.
	1
	

	E. Secures all straps.
	1
	

	F. Helmet placed to side and hood pulled down.
	1
	

	G. Face piece donned and proper seal checked.
	2
	

	H. Hood and helmet placed back on with no skin exposed.
	2
	

	I. Regulator connected to face piece and Firefighter breathing air from SCBA.
	1
	

	J. Gloves put on.
	1
	


	Total Points Possible
	9
	

	Total Points Needed
	7
	

	Total Points Earned
	
	

	Time
	45 Secs.
	


All Mandatory Task Completed:


Yes _____  No _____

White Mountain Apache Fire & Rescue Department

Minimum Company Standards

Individual Competencies Evaluation Form

for

All Firefighters

Donning PPE & SCBA (Seat Method)

	Name:


	Date:

	Unit/Shift:


	Evaluator:

	Required Time:

1st Attempt

2nd Attempt



	Pass or Fail?:

Pass

Fail




OJBECTIVE

Firefighter to don full structural firefighter protective clothing* and be properly seat belted within 1 minute, and apply SCBA within 45 seconds without removal of the seatbelt. Time stops when signaled by the firefighter that all task have been completed.

	Firefighter Shall:
	Points

Possible
	Points

Earned

	A. Dons full PPE before entering apparatus.
	1
	

	B. Safely mounts cab and secures apparatus door.
	2
	

	C. Applies seatbelt.
	Pass/Fail
	

	D. Signals to Captain that firefighter is restrained and ready.
	1
	

	E. Turns on PASS device if not integrated.
	Pass/Fail
	

	F. Turns SCBA bottle on fully, listening for low pressure and PASS alarms.
	Pass/Fail
	

	G. Verbalizes PSI from remote gauge.
	Pass/Fail
	

	H. Don’s SCBA without removing seatbelt, securing all straps.
	Pass/Fail
	

	I. Hangs mask around neck.
	1
	

	J. Waits for assignment.
	1
	

	
	
	


	Total Points Possible
	6
	

	Total Points Needed
	7
	

	Total Points Earned
	
	

	Time
	1:45 Min.
	


All Mandatory Task Completed:


Yes _____  No _____

*NFPA has recently recommended that fire helmets not be worn while the vehicle is in motion. For the purpose of this MCS, helmets may be either on or off, however helmet must be in the apparatus.
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