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1. Purpose
a. The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines concerning the documentation of the ropes used and its condition after usage.  
2. Scope
a. For the general safety of all personnel involved, the condition of the rope will be documented in a rope log and this rope log will be filled out after every use.
3. Policy

a. Each rope bag will have its own log card. The log card shall consist of the following:
i. Manufacturer
ii. Diameter
iii. Design
iv. Tensile strength
v. Date of Purchase
vi. Critical Data
b. The log card should have enough space to allow rope technicians to note each time the rope was used and for what activity.

c. The rope log may be stored on or in the rope bag or in a designated place on the apparatus it is stored in.
d. Specific entries must be made whenever the rope was subjected to abuse that could affect its performance or safety.
e. The rope log card shall be completed after every use, including training, actual incidents and inspection activities. Every user must follow this discipline; otherwise, the rope history is incomplete.
f. Rope can be inspected two ways, by look and by feel.
i. When visually inspecting the rope, look for the following:
1. Discoloration (could indicated chemical damage)
2. Glossy marks (heat fusion damage)
3. Exposed core fibers (damage to the sheath)
4. Lack of uniformity in diameter and size (broken sheath bundles)
5. Inconsistency in texture and stiffness (core damage)
ii. For tactile inspection, run the rope slowly through your bare hands and feel for the following:
1. Stiffened fibers
2. Obvious changes in diameter
3. Soft or hollow spots
4. Contamination with dirt and grit
g. It is essential that entries for each rope be made every time ropes are returned to storage after use. 
4. Roles & Responsibilities
a. The on duty Captain will be responsible for the timely completion of the inspections and inventorying of the equipment. The Captain can appoint a designated person to carry out the inspection and inventory. 
b. All personnel shall assume personal responsibility for the care and maintenance of the rope rescue equipment. The date, use, and condition will be noted in the rope log.
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